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as possible and a future for the Iraqi people. 
And I tremendously appreciate the effort 
that you’ve given all of us and your vision 
for a better world for all of us in our part 
of the world. 

Thank you. 
President Bush. Thank you, sir. Wel-

come. Appreciate you. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:10 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House.

Proclamation 7852—National Pearl 
Harbor Remembrance Day, 2004
December 6, 2004

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On a quiet Sunday morning, December 7, 

1941, more than 2,400 Americans were killed 
in the attack on Pearl Harbor. On that day, 
life changed in America, and the course of 
history was altered forever. 

Our citizens reacted to the attack with firm 
determination to defeat tyranny and secure 
our Nation. This enterprise required the 
commitment and effort of our entire country. 
At the height of the conflict, the United 
States had ships on every ocean and troops 
on five continents. In all, more than 16 mil-
lion Americans wore the uniform of our Na-
tion. They came from all walks of life. They 
served honorably and fought fiercely. At 
home, millions more contributed to the war 
effort, laboring for victory in our factories, 
on farms, and across America. 

Today, we honor those who fought and 
died at Pearl Harbor, and we pay special trib-
ute to the veterans of World War II. These 
heroes hold a cherished place in our history. 
Through their courage, sacrifice, and selfless 
dedication, they saved our country and pre-
served freedom. As we fight the war on ter-
ror, their patriotism continues to inspire a 
new generation of Americans who have been 
called to defend the blessings of liberty. Like 
those who have gone before them through-
out our history, our troops fighting the war 
on terror are defending America from danger 
and liberating the oppressed. 

The Congress, by Public Law 103–308, as 
amended, has designated December 7 of 
each year as ‘‘National Pearl Harbor Remem-
brance Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim December 7, 2004, as 
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. 
I encourage all Americans to observe this sol-
emn occasion with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. I urge all Federal agencies, in-
terested organizations, groups, and individ-
uals to fly the flag of the United States at 
half-staff this December 7 in honor of those 
who died as a result of their service at Pearl 
Harbor. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixth day of December, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:21 a.m., December 8, 2004] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on December 9.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
the Proposed ‘‘Intelligence Reform 
and Terrorism Prevention Act of 
2004’’
December 6, 2004

Dear Leaders and Conferees: 
My most solemn duty is protecting the 

American people, and reforming and 
strengthening our Nation’s intelligence capa-
bilities will help ensure the safety of our 
country. I call on Congress to pass an intel-
ligence reform bill this week. An overarching 
principle for these needed reforms has been 
to create a strong Director of National Intel-
ligence with full budget authority while pre-
serving the chain of command within depart-
ments and agencies. We are very close to a 
significant achievement that will better pro-
tect our country for generations to come, and 
now is the time to finish the job for the good 
of our national security. Therefore, I want 
to reiterate my views on some issues of con-
cern to Members. 
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When I met with the Congressional Bipar-
tisan Leadership at the White House on Sep-
tember 8, 2004, I stated that the country 
needed a strong Director of National Intel-
ligence with full budget authority. At the 
same time, I have stated that we need a bill 
that respects the chain of command within 
departments and agencies, including the De-
partment of Defense, so as to ensure that 
all of the war-fighters’ needs will be met. As 
Commander-in-Chief, it is ultimately my re-
sponsibility to ensure that both of these goals 
are realized, and they are captured in the 
attached formulation. 

Accordingly, in developing implementing 
guidelines and regulations for this bill, it is 
my intention to ensure that the principles of 
unity of command and authority are fully 
protected. It remains essential to preserve in 
the heads of the executive departments the 
unity of authority over and accountability for 
the performance of those departments. In 
particular, as we continue to prosecute the 
global war on terrorism, the integrity of the 
military chain of command and the principle 
of battlefield unity of command must con-
tinue to be respected and in no way abro-
gated. These guidelines will also honor my 
commitment to provide the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence full and meaningful budg-
et authority over the National Intelligence 
Program. This is critical to make certain that 
the intelligence community is more effec-
tively managed. The guidelines will also help 
ensure that the Director of National Intel-
ligence has enhanced management authori-
ties, including the ability to oversee and inte-
grate all the foreign and domestic activities 
of the intelligence community, to achieve the 
unity of purpose needed to win the global 
war on terrorism. 

With regard to other provisions in the leg-
islation, I want to congratulate the Con-
ference for adopting important and time-sen-
sitive law enforcement provisions that: 

•  Strengthen current laws to make certain 
we can arrest those aiding terrorists, in-
cluding those who have received mili-
tary-style training in terror camps. 

•  Increase our ability to target terrorism 
financing. 

•  Ensure that dangerous terrorists are 
lawfully detained while awaiting trial. 

•  Help prevent attacks by shoulder-fired 
anti-aircraft missiles, known as 
MANPADs, and weapons of mass de-
struction by mandating appropriate 
penalties. 

•  Provide authority to help stop ‘‘lone 
wolf’’ terrorists. 

•  Expand our jurisdiction to prosecute 
those who seek weapons of mass de-
struction. 

•  It is imperative that Congress act this 
week to guarantee these vital tools be-
come part of our arsenal immediately. 

I also believe the Conference took an im-
portant step in strengthening our immigra-
tion laws by, among other items, increasing 
the number of border patrol agents and de-
tention beds. There were other measures 
proposed that were not incorporated into the 
bill. My positions on these provisions were 
detailed in a letter from the Office of Man-
agement and Budget to Conferees on Octo-
ber 17, 2004. However, these omissions from 
the final bill should not prevent the Congress 
from passing this historic legislation now. I 
look forward to working with the Congress 
early in the next session to address these 
other issues, including improving our asylum 
laws and standards for issuing driver’s li-
censes. 

I appreciate all the work done to date by 
this Congress and the September 11th Com-
mission. These are some of the most chal-
lenging, complicated, and important issues 
facing our government. The Leaders and 
Conferees deserve great credit for working 
together to protect the safety of the Amer-
ican people. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: The letter made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary also included an attachment 
listing guidelines to ensure the effective imple-
mentation within the executive branch of the au-
thorities granted to the Director of National Intel-
ligence. An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this letter.
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Memorandum on Waiver of 
Restrictions on Assistance to Russia 
Under the Cooperative Threat 
Reduction Act of 1993 and Title V of 
the FREEDOM Support Act

December 6, 2004

Presidential Determination No. 2005–09

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Waiver of Restrictions on Assistance 
to Russia under the Cooperative Threat 
Reduction Act of 1993 and Title V of the 
FREEDOM Support Act

Consistent with the authority vested in me 
by section 1306 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2003 (Public 
Law 107–314), I hereby certify that waiving 
the restrictions contained in subsection (d) 
of section 1203 of the Cooperative Threat 
Reduction Act of 1993 (22 U.S.C. 5952), as 
amended, and the requirements contained in 
section 502 of the FREEDOM Support Act 
(22 U.S.C. 5852) during Fiscal Year 2005 
with respect to the Russian Federation is im-
portant to the national security interests of 
the United States.

You are authorized and directed to trans-
mit to the Congress this certification and the 
associated report (including its classified 
annex) that has been prepared by my Admin-
istration consistent with section 1306(b) of 
Public Law 107–314. You are further author-
ized and directed to arrange for the publica-
tion of this certification in the Federal Reg-
ister.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., December 13, 2004]

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 7, and 
it will be published in the Federal Register on 
December 14.

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Providing Notification of the 
Proposed Reimbursement of the 
District of Columbia for Costs of 
Public Safety Expenses 
December 6, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
In accordance with title I of the District 

of Columbia Appropriations Act, 2005, Pub-
lic Law 108–335, I am notifying the Congress 
of the proposed use of $10,288,548 provided 
in title I under the heading ‘‘Federal Pay-
ment for Emergency Planning and Security 
Costs in the District of Columbia.’’ This will 
reimburse the District for the costs of public 
safety expenses related to security events and 
responses to terrorist threats. 

The details of this action are set forth in 
the enclosed letter from the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 
This letter was released by the Office of the Press 
Secretary on December 7.

Remarks at Camp Pendleton, 
California 
December 7, 2004

Thank you all. Thank you for the warm 
welcome. It was getting a little quiet back 
at the White House—[laughter]—so I de-
cided to drop in on the Devil Dogs. Thank 
you for coming out to say hello. I’ve been 
looking forward to this for quite a while. It’s 
a pleasure to be with so many squared-away, 
gung-ho United States Marines. 

I’m here to thank you for serving our coun-
try in a time when we need you. In a season 
where Americans stop to count their bless-
ings, I want you to know one of America’s 
greatest blessings is the men and women who 
wear our Nation’s uniform. And many of you 
are blessed by having a husband or wife or 
a son and daughter who stand with you dur-
ing this time of sacrifice. Our Nation is 
blessed because of our military families. Your 
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